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Whatever happened to Charles 0. Middlebrook, #465 MFR?

This is a story about one man in the CT Middlebrook family. But first, a little history. Michael
Middlebrook (#16 MFR), great grandson of Joseph (b. 1610) came to Wilton Parish from Fairfield CT in
1755. He settled in what was later to be called the Middlebrook district of the town, so-called because so
many of Michael’s progeny built homes there. Michael bought his home from the Betts family, and said
home was inhabited by the Middlebrook family for 200+ years. N.B.: When the Middlebrook family held
their reunion in CT in 2011, town historian Bob Russell gave us a tour of this area.

Michael’s gg grandson Charles O. Middlebrook (#465) was born in this Middlebrook district in 1852 to
the prominent Samuel Middlebrook (#229) and his wife Artemesia Olmsted. Based on the attached
article and the 1908 obituary of his father Samuel, we believe Charles 0. Middlebrook, too, was born in
this house. However, it appears that the Middlebrook prominence faded with Charles O.

Many years ago, my mother (born Charlotte Elizabeth Middlebrook) told my two sisters and me that
nothing is known of her paternal grandfather, the Subject of this writing. Her father, Chellis
Middlebrook, told her that his father “took off and went south”. He also told her that you should never
look too far back in your family because you might find some skeletons hiding there. We never really
knew if he had some particular secret in mind when he said that.

Granddad (Chellis) died in 1953 and took whatever information he might have had to his grave, thus
closing that chapter 61 years ago. A few times since then my mother repeated the same words about our
great grandfather “going south”.

Then, about five years ago I saw a very short abridged article in a recent Wilton, CT magazine that
mentioned a Charles Middlebrook eloping with his sister-in-law in the year 1880. WOW, what a
discovery! I was able to contact the writer who informed me that he got the information from The
Ridgefield Press, a weekly newspaper that has been published continuously since 1875 in Ridgefield,
CT. Initially, this paper carried all the news from Ridgefield and the surrounding towns, of which Wilton
is one.

In April of 2010, I went to CT for a few days to visit my kids. On one of those days my son, Tad and I
went to the Ridgefield Library to check the Ridgefield Press microfilms on file there. Since I was also
meeting with a cousin, Richard Middlebrook, that day I gave the task to Tad to see what he could find.
Well, it didn’t take long before he came running with the news that HE FOUND SOMETHING! It was an
article in the June 16, 1880 issue of the newspaper. It seems my great grandfather left his wife and ran
off with her sister a couple of weeks before that date.

[ present the article here from the Ridgefield Press for your enjoyment. However, there are a couple of
errors in the article:

First paragraph, last sentence should read, “The children are cousins, for the woman was the sister-in-
law of the man with whom she eloped,” not sister. (Continued on page 3)
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A REMARKABLE ELOPEMENT.

Running nwnj from home with li¢r broth-
cf-in-law.

Unusual excitement Cuaused jn g Con-
.necticut . FTown by  Charles Middle-
-brookand - Mrs. Lockwood, the ;
Motber or -Four- Ghildren --
The Deserted Husband's
X Explanation. . .

The quiet and peaceful town of Wilton,
Eairficld County, Ct., hus been stirred _to},
unwonted excitement 10 THE pusl TeW [
2aye by an elopement that has taken from |
one family the mother of four children, |
and from another family the father of three
children. The children are cousins, for
the woman.was sister, of “the - man with
whom-she ¢joped: A ISR T 4 ot ety
—On-tbetop of Nod Hill Ambrose -Lock-!
wood, a well-to-do faymer, livesin a very
comfortable house. : Ile hus & fine grovo
oftrées in—the=—enurt—yurd;~a—gohd-sizod-
barn, and fields that after hard tqil, such
as a Caonnecticut farmer -only 'knows,
yield a.grateful return each ycar, except|
when the potato bugs eat cverything.
Mr. Loockwool.is'a weather-beaten, hard-
fisted, aasy-going sort of a muin! ‘and has
been married fifteen yedrsto, Antoinette
Bcers, of Weston..Sheusa plump-blonde
of 87 years, and th¢ fruit “of’ their ynion

T

'has becn-a family of four’ children, aged |

{respectively 189, 11,.10'and 9 years. About
seven years ago a sister of Mrs! Lockwocd;
Agnes Reers,married Charleg Middlebrooi,
then scarcely of age, son of Samuc Roe
Middlebrook. of Wilten. Chus. Middle-
brook has been somewhat.of a rover, and
has nat-accumulatled-property.——ITe—had-
the.Yankee faculty of turning his band
lo various occupations, ‘but not the thrift
1o save and accumulate. Iis wife. Agnes |
18 a tall, rather comely woman of 85 years,
fuir and healthy. - The fruit of their union
has been three children, the youngest an
infant. The two families have been much
together, not only on account of the re-
lationship of. the sisters, but also because
for a time tlic men were partners;—For
several years Jsockwood & Middlebrook
were ia the lumber ‘busincss. It was un-
derstood that Lockwood furnished. the
capitali—But-the-business-did-not prosper,
at leust for Lackwood, ftnd it was generally
remuarked that the brains.of the -business
{was-in-d-fair-way to eit_up_ tiie_capital..
Within a year the partnership was dissol-
|ved. _Lockwood devoted _hiwmself t his
farm, and Middlebrook went ‘to peddling
cigars.and othercommodities, but was not
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Iheard af it
| his eyesight is not very good atter duark,

{often, and she made excuses to go to South’

Thill.
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able, apparently, to provide fully for his §
family, who took up their quarters last
April intue house of his father, about
three miles from Nod Hill.  Lately the
visits af Charles Middlebrook to Nod Hill
had been of morked frequency. It was
noticed that he was ‘about there a gool
deal at night, -aud "Ambrose Lockwood
Ile could not see it, because

but he had his suspicions, and lie set his’
children to watch aod report 1o him if
they saw Middlebrookubout the premis~
““Although she said nothing to me
about it.”  Lookwood: said. yesterday "
poon, when he ocame in {ram his hard!
work. ‘¢ have suspected her for “some’
time. -Middlebrook kept running here!

bto bed, butsheTan o

to ; ut—in-the~dark, and
the children said Middlebrook came out
from under the trees and went .with her..
I bave not seen ler since.~ 1 do not care
to have harm come to her, but. I would
like to see him punished. I'did not bave
any words.with him- because some tine
ago 1 signed his paper for $400 and I bave
been hoping be would pay it. But- tor
bhim to_rob me of my money and my wife
100, it's too bad.” ek e
~~1t appears that-Mr..Lockwood's 8us ic-
jons of Wednesday were well founded,
for at the time that Mrs. Lockwood went
to the station td take thrg train-for—South.
Norwalk, Chas. Middlebrogk bought a
ticket, or ratker got-trusted-for one—from
the good-natured station agent, Mr. Com-~
slock, 10 ga to Bolth .Norwalk in the
same train. He had . evidently arranged

Norwalk, "I had several talks with .her
about it, and told her she should not -en-
courage him coming bere, Sbe said sbe
would talk with him when she liked, and |
I couldn't stop ber, 1 noticed lately that |
she was buying everything for herselt and

wotliing for, the children, and I told her |
she ough? to take g

made up her mind to_go, but sue ran and

sat down at the sewing machine when

gshe saw. me2, and pretended to be
: 3 5 :

ber, but she gut out and went over the
When I found out she® had gone I
concluded to - follow her, and went over
to the railroad station, and there she was.
““ What are you doing here ?* | ¢aid.
“ \What are you-following me for ?"’ she
replied. ¢ ' ' ]

* You will ind out, I guess,” I saic
you had better come’ home. :
" *“I'm'not going with'you," she ssid.
“If yougo to South Norwalk now,|
yoéu won't come back to .my house any
more,” I told ber. Then we talked the
matter over, and finally I said I was going
howme, and ifshe wanted to come sluong
she could. I started off;and she followed
after. We had several miles to walk, |
When we got home I had the borse hitch-
éd up, ‘and told ber if she wighed to go to
South Norwalk we would 'go, Bul-she]
said she would not ride with me any
more. Well, it,began to get dark, and I
could not sce much, but [ tald the ¢hil-
|dren to. keep- alookout for, Middlebrook,
for I suspected he would Ccoma &neaking|
about.: -Along aboutlizo'clock k told her
she had better lock up t'h.é‘l‘wuse and gg

ome of the. maney. to. \week ago last. Sunday eve.,
| X up the children, but'she paid noattent- A
ion, and we had some words about it. Lockwood wns very anxious to go, and it
Last Wednesday. weck;, when I came in -is-believed-that-thearrangements-for-—thc
|from the fieids, I noticed she had her

hair slicked up, and I suspected 'she had

‘aud her husband.

‘has-always provided for his family, at

thing, My ¢is er was «lder than myself.”

Brews'cr's Station, on the Harlem . Road,

to meet her; bécause he.went through the

Araia-gnd-finding-she was-not—there; —he
returned imwediately.  Mr, and Mrs.
f,ockwoqd and Mr..and Mrs. Middlebrook’
attended - the - Congregational Ctiurch n
) although' they
are-dot—members-—of “the church: —Mrs?

alopcmcht were made on that oceasion.

_ Mrs, Chas. Middlebrook is much oppres—
cd by the double'treachery of her “sister
! As she gat mournfully
m(.:kmg a cradle and stiching on a custom
<hirt’yesterday in the home of her father-
iu-law,’ she said: ““'I.never .suspected
any such-thing of_the kind. My husband

least in part, and they must be very hard
hearted indeed, both~of them, to do such a

"
Lue runaway couple were .seen | at

on the Friday fullowing their  disappear-|

| Ance, by Mr."Samuel Meude,, of Wilton, |

Who Knew nothing.at —the -time of ~the|
elepement. * He saw. them ata hole! in-
dulging in the luxury of ice creim.’ Thcy[
seemed 1o betrying to avoid him. " He . is
the only " one that bas scen them rince
they quit-Wilton., e

The mystery in Wilton is’how the run-|
Aawuays propose to make a living. Oliddle-+
brook s always-needed help from his
father, or others, and it is not known that
he has any capital beyond %20 that be
borrowed from an o'd lady. He is describ-
el as about five feet six inches in ‘heizht,
slini Luilt, unshaved face, open- counte-
nance, and dressed-in a light check sum-
mer suit and' a low black hat. Mr. Lock-
WVood says that he does “not know that

his wify had an ’
= 2 mon 3 S
been saving ic- .'Y:,, e oY, U“l?_bs ?hc hnq,

‘wration for thisudventure. She borrowcd

‘welcome her

“.

fifty. cents ot a ueighbor to pay her fare
ou the trajn’ thé day that her husband
took her back. The impression prevails
in Wilton that if Mrs. Lockwood - should
return, her husband -would “be-— glad to
home again.~Jyew-Yor k!
D027 11D o1 I 1) Pom— e (
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Second paragraph, about 2/3 the way down. The sentence starting, “The fruit of their union ... ...
should read, “The fruit of their union has been four children, the youngest an infant”, not three. This
infant was my grandfather, Chellis Middlebrook, born December 5% 1879. He had a brother Arthur and
two sisters, Agnes Mae (or May) and Louise at this time.

Notice too that this “scandal” was first reported in the New York Sun! But the question remains,
“Whatever happened to Charles O. Middlebrook and his sister-in-law, Antoinette Beers Lockwood?” I
have checked all possible sources (to my knowledge) to which I have access, but to no avail. [ have even
tried a search of different names I felt he could have taken to hide his identity, but no luck. “The South”
is a big place and I know many Middlebrooks are there. Perhaps someone reading this has further
information or suggestions to help me learn more about him. [ may very-well have cousins we’ve not
accounted for.

Respectfully submitted,
William (“Bill”) Sterling
wgsl0@embargmail.com
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Wishing you a RAFPY
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be yourg this
Thanksgiving
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Hoxve A Great Thanksguing, from MFA Boord Members and Team Leaders
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