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Whatever happened to Charles O. Middlebrook, #465 MFR?
This is a story about one man in the CT Middlebrook family. But first, a little history. Michael
Middlebrook (#16 MFR), great grandson of Joseph (b. 1610) came to Wilton Parish from Fairfield CT in
1755. He settled in what was later to be called the Middlebrook district of the town, so-called because so
many of Michael’s progeny built homes there. Michael bought his home from the Betts family, and said
home was inhabited by the Middlebrook family for 200+ years. N.B.: When the Middlebrook family held
their reunion in CT in 2011, town historian Bob Russell gave us a tour of this area.
Michael’s gg grandson Charles O. Middlebrook (#465) was born in this Middlebrook district in 1852 to
the prominent Samuel Middlebrook (#229) and his wife Artemesia Olmsted. Based on the attached
article and the 1908 obituary of his father Samuel, we believe Charles O. Middlebrook, too, was born in
this house. However, it appears that the Middlebrook prominence faded with Charles O.
Many years ago, my mother (born Charlotte Elizabeth Middlebrook) told my two sisters and me that
nothing is known of her paternal grandfather, the Subject of this writing. Her father, Chellis
Middlebrook, told her that his father “took off and went south”. He also told her that you should never
look too far back in your family because you might find some skeletons hiding there. We never really
knew if he had some particular secret in mind when he said that.
Granddad (Chellis) died in 1953 and took whatever information he might have had to his grave, thus
closing that chapter 61 years ago. A few times since then my mother repeated the same words about our
great grandfather “going south”.
Then, about five years ago I saw a very short abridged article in a recent Wilton, CT magazine that
mentioned a Charles Middlebrook eloping with his sister-in-law in the year 1880. WOW, what a
discovery! I was able to contact the writer who informed me that he got the information from The
Ridgefield Press, a weekly newspaper that has been published continuously since 1875 in Ridgefield,
CT. Initially, this paper carried all the news from Ridgefield and the surrounding towns, of which Wilton
is one.
In April of 2010, I went to CT for a few days to visit my kids. On one of those days my son, Tad and I
went to the Ridgefield Library to check the Ridgefield Press microfilms on file there. Since I was also
meeting with a cousin, Richard Middlebrook, that day I gave the task to Tad to see what he could find.
Well, it didn’t take long before he came running with the news that HE FOUND SOMETHING! It was an
article in the June 16, 1880 issue of the newspaper. It seems my great grandfather left his wife and ran
off with her sister a couple of weeks before that date.
I present the article here from the Ridgefield Press for your enjoyment. However, there are a couple of
errors in the article:
First paragraph, last sentence should read, “The children are cousins, for the woman was the sister-inlaw of the man with whom she eloped,” not sister.
(Continued on page 3)
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Second paragraph, about 2/3 the way down. The sentence starting, “The fruit of their union . . . . . .
should read, “The fruit of their union has been four children, the youngest an infant”, not three. This
infant was my grandfather, Chellis Middlebrook, born December 5th 1879. He had a brother Arthur and
two sisters, Agnes Mae (or May) and Louise at this time.
Notice too that this “scandal” was first reported in the New York Sun! But the question remains,
“Whatever happened to Charles O. Middlebrook and his sister-in-law, Antoinette Beers Lockwood?” I
have checked all possible sources (to my knowledge) to which I have access, but to no avail. I have even
tried a search of different names I felt he could have taken to hide his identity, but no luck. “The South”
is a big place and I know many Middlebrooks are there. Perhaps someone reading this has further
information or suggestions to help me learn more about him. I may very-well have cousins we’ve not
accounted for.
Respectfully submitted,
William (“Bill”) Sterling
wgs10@embarqmail.com
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