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The Robert Middlebrooks line of our MFA lost Mary Ellen Middlebrooks of Meansville, Georgia, on 

Wednesday, December 12, 2012.  She was born April 4, 1922, in Jenkinsburg, Butts County, Georgia.  Her 

husband, Marion Rogers Middlebrooks, had predeceased her January 18, 1993.  Services for Mary were held 

at Pasley-Fletcher Chapel, Thomaston, Georgia, on Saturday, December 15, 2012, and interment was at 

Fincher Memorial Methodist Church Cemetery, Meansville, Georgia. Mary was survived by a daughter, 

Beautye Marlene Middlebrooks Tyus (Larry) and son Hal Rogers Middlebrooks.  Beautye and Larry have 

attended a couple of our MFA reunions; however, they have missed the past two due to family illnesses.   

 

Rev. Andy Cunningham officiated the initial portion of the service and read what Rev. James Sanders, 

former pastor at Fincher wrote - “It is with deep regret that I am unable to be present today for Mary Ellen.  

It has been our agreement for many years that, if I were still alive, I would do the eulogy for her funeral.  It 

was 58 year ago (1954) that I became pastor at Fincher, and the Middlebrookses were among the best, most 

loyal and faithful members I ever had. 

 

When I think of Mary Ellen, I think of the woman in the Gospels who broke the Alabaster flask of ointment 

and poured it on Jesus's head.  When she was criticized, Jesus defended her and said, “She has done what she 

could!”  This is no little thing the woman did.  Fanny Crosby, though blind, wrote more than 6,000 hymns.  

It is written on her tombstone, “She has done what she could.” 

 

I can’t think of Mary Ellen without thinking about the kitchen at Fincher Church.  There was never a meal 

served nor a reception held that she was not busily at work with the preparation and serving.  I also see her in 

her Sunday School Class, which was held in the fellowship hall, unless she was teaching one of the 

children’s classes.  In the church, “She has done what she could," and it was no little thing. 

 

I think of when I came to know the Middlebrooks family. There were three generations living next door to 

each other: Mr. and Mrs. Tom Middlebrooks, Rogers and Mary Ellen, and their two children: Beautye and 

Hal.  It was a strong family unit and Mary Ellen “did what she could,” providing a strong influence in the 

family.   

 

Mary Ellen was indeed a good woman.  She had a deep faith and lived it out in her words and deeds.  

Though it has been some time since she has been actively involved in the church and community, 

nevertheless she will be missed.  We have the comfort of knowing that her suffering is over and she is “safe 

in the arms of Jesus."  We say, “Mary Ellen, rest in peace.  You deserve this.” 

 

I am comforted by the poem:        I know not where His islands lift their fronded palms in air.   

                                                      I only know I cannot drift beyond His love and Care.”   
 

Mary Ellen is experiencing that care.  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

Regarding Thomaston, Upson County, Georgia reminded me of Harry Lafayette Middlebrooks, Jr.  I have 

two records by Harry – "Funny How Time Slips Away" and "The Middlebrooks Musical Ensemble (& Pick-

Up Band").  Several songs on these albums were written by Harry.  The Harry Middlebrooks Bio can be 

found at http://www.harrymiddlebrooks.net/HarryMiddlebrooksBio. htm. I think you will enjoy learning 

more about Harry from this site.  Also, you can purchase his CD’s and videos. Learn more at 

http://harrymiddlebrooks.net/Top_Frame.htm.  

http://www.harrymiddlebrooks.net/HarryMiddlebrookBio.htm
http://harrymiddlebrooks.net/Top_Frame.htm.
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Harry is not the only star in this family, as his sister Martha Jean worked as an actress in Jackson, 

Mississippi, several years ago.  She only lived in Jackson a few years before moving to other locations.  

Unfortunately I never attended one of the shows where she performed.  Four or five   years ago, while 

googling items, I found where she was back in Thomaston for some sort of performance.   

 

Speaking of googling Middlebrooks or Middlebrook, you will be quite surprised at the results. 

I googled Middlebrooks recently, and 9 of the first 10 items related to Will Middlebrooks.  I increased this 

out to ten pages and found that 81 of the 100 items was about Will in some fashion.  William Scott 

Middlebrooks began this year's baseball season as the starting third baseman for the Boston Red Sox.  He 

had hit several home runs and driven in a number of runs, while striking out quite a bit.  Then he broke a 

bone in his hand and missed the remainder of the season.  While in high school in Texas, Will was the 

starting quarterback for his football team as well as playing baseball.    Two of the items which did not relate 

to Will in any way did relate to his sister Lacey.  Lacey had signed a softball grant-in-aid with the University 

of Minnesota and attended there one year before moving back to Tulsa, Texas, where she has played the past 

two years.  Their mother also clicked in once on facebook.    The Middlebrook line was quite mixed 

throughout their lists. Will is the son of Herschel Thomas Middlebrooks, Jr.  They are in the Isaac 1753 line. 

 

Mississippi, where I live, is not a hotbed for our Middlebrooks family.  I graduated from Mississippi State 

University with a BS in 1966 and an MS in 1968.  In fact, I was the first person to graduate with a Master's 

Degree in Educational Psychology from the University.  My first year out of college, I worked in the 

Preschool and Pupil Personnel Department of the Enterprise, Alabama, school system. After a year there, I 

decided to return to Mississippi and began working at Mississippi State Hospital, Whitfield, Mississippi 

(Psychiatric Hospital).  I managed to work there over 30 years.  About four years ago, I googled my name 

and discovered I was missing.  The state of Alabama had published a list of licensed school personnel, and I 

discovered I was among the missing group.  After this discovery, I googled other Middlebrookses missing 

and found at least a couple of our MFA members were reported to be missing in various situations.  At least 

we knew where they were at that time. 

 

Our 2013 Middlebrooks Family Association meeting will be held in Dothan, Alabama.  Dothan is only 30 or 

so miles from Enterprise, so I am planning to visit my old stomping grounds again. One interesting thing 

about Enterprise, Alabama is the statue of a boll weevil located in the center of town.  Cotton was a major 

crop in the early 1900's, then the boll weevil hit.  About that time, many people started planting peanuts, 

which then became a major product.   

 

 

Date has been set for the Middlebrooks Family Association Inc., 2013 reunion/meeting – 

October 10-12, 2013.  To be held in Dothan, Alabama, "Peanut Capital of the World," 

Approximately half of the peanuts grown in the United States are grown within a 100-mile radius of Dothan, Alabama. 

Dothan is a city located in the southeastern corner of the US state of Alabama, situated approximately 20 miles west of 

the Georgia state line and 18 miles north of Florida. 

At our 2012 MFA annual meeting in Mineral Wells/Jacksboro, Texas, we voted for the MFA 2013 meeting location to 

be held in Dothan, Alabama.  If you have ancestors from this area, please share your family history,  please contact 

Kerry by email mbrooks@gci.net. .  Kerry Middlebrooks, sent the article below, Kerry is the MFA 2013 

meeting coordinator. 

 
                                          

mailto:mbrooks@gci.net


                                         THE MAZE                                       page 3 

 
From the Dothan Eagle March 11, 1945 

  History Of Dothan, by Mrs. A D WHIDDON. 

 

The Eagle published today the *** installment of a history of Dothan, prepared by Mrs. A D WHIDDON, 

widow of a former Dothan mayor and one of this city's early residents. The history was written for the 

Dothan Garden Club but because we believe it is of great interest to both the old and new residents of 

Dothan we are publishing it in installment form, ** will appear next Sunday. 

 

On East Main Street under Liddon Furniture Company, which is across from the Martin Hotel, there is a 

boiling? Spring which was known as Poplar Head Spring before Dothan came into existence. The water from 

this spring is now piped to the City Light and Water Plant, where it is put to use as it is free from magnesia; 

then it is carried off and empties into Golf? Creek. 

 

In early days farmers in this part of the Wiregrass carried their farm products in covered wagons to 

Columbia, Eufaula, Geneva and Troy, Ala., to market them, and do their trading for supplies for home use 

and farming. Poplar Head Spring was at the cross-roads of these travelers and on account of the water supply 

they would camp here over night on their marketing trips, bringing food for themselves and their farms. 

 

The natural beauty around the spring was long remembered by the early pioneers. There were poplar trees, 

for which the spring was named, oaks, sweet gums, and pines. One of the trees still stands in the rear of the 

Ritz Movie Theater. The flowering shrubs were crepe myrtle, mountain laurel, wild honeysuckle and 

***wined among the shrubs was the yellow jasmine. 

 

This section was heavily timbered with pine trees. There were many oaks and some cypress. The chief 

occupation was agriculture. The fertile soil for agricultural purposes and the timber of the land attracted 

people from other localities. The business opportunities became noised abroad. As the country became more 

thickly populated, there was a need for a town to market the farm products and in turn supply their needs. In 

the very early days the PILCHERS and FOLKES owned practically all the land on which Dothan now 

stands. 

 

The first business at the Poplar Head Spring was a blacksmith shop and a general store which sold a few 

groceries, merchandise and even liquor. 

 

Saw mills to utilize the lumber, turpentine stills to distill the turpentine from the rosin of the pine trees, and 

agricultural pursuits were the backbone of Dothan's progress. 

 

In 1878 the U S Government gave this locality a post office under the name of Dothan-spelling it Dothen. No 

one seems to know whose fault this was. Various families in the neighboring community took turns in 

handling the mail free of charge. Then later a Mrs. WOOTEN was appointed the first postmaster. 

 

In 1885 the town had grown and was incorporated; at this time the spelling from Dothen to Dothan was 

made. Mr. J P FOLKES and a Mr. JERKINS selected the name from the Bible Story, Genesis 37:-17. 

Judging from this incident, a keen interest in the Bible and religion held a prominent place in their lives, also 

in the life of the community. They evidently were impressed with the story which suggested to them the 

name for their town. The word Dothan means "Two wells" in Peloubet's Bible Dictionary. All true 

Dothanians enjoy the story of Joseph's wandering in a field in search of his brethren and the place where they 

were feeding their flocks. He inquired where his brethren were and a certain man told him "They are 

departed hence; for I heard them say, "Let us go to Dothan." And Joseph went after his brethren and found 

them in Dothan." 
                                             

http://www.southern-style.com/Southeast%20Alabama%20Heritage%20Association/Folkes.htm
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"For I heard them say, 'Let us go to Dothan.' Appears on the front page of every issue of The Dothan Eagle 

under the name of the paper. This paper is now published daily, with the exception of Saturday. It was 

established in 1902 as a weekly and edited from 1905 to 1924 by Mr. William Theodore HALL, who came 

to Dothan from Haleburg, Ala. His son, Julian, edited it from 1924 to 1939, when he met with a fatal 

accident. His brother, Horace, succeeded him and is now Publisher. 

 

In 1889, the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad was built through this section. This was the beginning of Dothan's 

rapid progress. 

 

In 1900 the Central of Georgia was extended from Albany, Ga., to Dothan and later extended to Lockhart, 

Ala., being completed in 1904. This railroad serviced towns in passenger travel and freight; however, this 

service now has been supplanted almost by automobiles, buses and trucks. 

 

The Atlanta and St. Andrew's Bay Railway was completed from Dothan to the Gulf of Mexico in 1907. At 

the present time more freight is carried over that short railway than any other of its mileage in the U S A. It 

has contributed greatly to Dothan's development, giving access to a beach resort only 83 miles away. Dothan 

is the gateway to Alabama to the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

As the population increased the needs of the people were supplied in homes, stores, cotton gins, warehouses, 

churches, school buildings, banks, telephone system, opera house, public utilities, movies, etc. 

 

Until 1903 Dothan was in Henry County. In 1902 work was begun to make a new county with Dothan the 

County Seat. This was a need realized by the lawyers and those who had to make the trip in Abbeville to 

court and such matters. Mr. Tom ESPY, Attorney-at-law, worked diligently and was chairman of the 

committee. He was appointed to choose the name for the County. Several names were proposed but he 

favored Houston, George HOUSTON was the first governor of Alabama and to him went the honor. 

 

"Editor's note: Gov. Houston was the first Governor after the War Between the States and is generally 

remembered as the "Reconstruction Governor." Actually, William Wyatt BIBB was the State's first 

Governor, serving as such while the State was a territory and then winning election." 

 

Half of Henry and 76 square miles of Dale were taken to make Houston County. 

 

Judge and Mrs. O S LEWIS came to Dothan from Tuskegee, Ala. We do not associate them with the early 

history of Dothan, however their contribution for the past twenty-five years deserves worthy appraisal. Mrs. 

LEWIS led a group of men and women in 1932 who organized the Dothan Garden Club, the first club of its 

kind here. It is a member of the Federated Clubs. About this time two sons of Mr. George HOUSTON, for 

whom Houston County was named, passed on leaving $2000 each to the County of Houston to be used in 

some way as a memorial to their father. It was decided to use these contributions toward building a library. 

Mr. George H MALONE gave the lot for the building site. Mr. John WHIDDON was serving at the time as 

Chairman of the County Commissioners. Through his efforts the County contributed $2000; the City of 

Dothan, $2000, and the remainder came from PWA (Public Works administration Funds.) It was named 

Houston Memorial Library in memory of the Houstons. The Dothan Garden Club was highly instrumental in 

securing it and yearly makes a contribution to its upkeep. 

 

After the library was completed, the Dothan Garden Club had a portrait of Mr. George MALONE painted 

and presented to the library. 

** 

http://www.southern-style.com/Southeast%20Alabama%20Heritage%20Association/Hall.htm
http://www.southern-style.com/Southeast%20Alabama%20Heritage%20Association/Malone.htm
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History of Dothan (Part III)  
 

The early history of Dothan would be incomplete without mentioning M. CHERRY's Millinery and Dry 

Goods Store on West Main Street. He married a daughter of a pioneer family, Mr. and Mrs. John DAWSEY. 

In those days millinery departments had milliners who designed beautiful creations in the work rooms for the 

individual. Willow plumes, egrets, birds, feathers, and flower bedecked leghorns are now only a memory of 

those gay and colorful days. 
 

The Joe SANDERS family came from Garrard Cross-roads, Ala., and engaged in general merchandise, 

buggies, wagons, mules and horses. The sons developed the Poplar Head Mule Co. on South St. Andrews 

Street. Later Messrs. John SANDERS, W T SINGLETARY, and A D WHIDDON had a partnership 

business known as John SANDERS and Co. When this was dissolved, Mr. SANDERS took his elder son, 

Joe, in business with him, and Joe now operates Sanders Mule Co. and Sanders Trading Co. in the same 

location. Mr. SINGLETARY and Mr. WHIDDON formed a partnership, Singletary and Whiddon, and 

operated a general merchandise business on South Foster Street, furnishing farmers from groceries to farm 

implements and machinery. When this was dissolved, Mr. SINGLETARY took his adopted-son, Archie D. 

CARMICHEAL, in business with him and operates at the same location under the name Singletary and 

Carmichael. Mr. WHIDDON and his only son, Beaty, formed a partnership under the name of Whiddon 

Implement and Truck Co. on South Oates Street, which is now owned and operated by Beaty WHIDDON. 
 

The PILCHER brothers, Ben, George, and Crate were pioneers. I remember their father's house on East 

Main Street as the first white-painted house in town. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. H BLUMBERG came from Baltimore. They started in mercantile business in a very humble 

way. The sons developed the department store, Blumberg and Sons and Blumberg's Thrift Annex. They also 

own three of Dothan's best apartment houses. 
 

Mr. and Mrs Ben W CLENINAN, Sr., came from Abbeville, Ala., Mr. CLENDINEN sold buggies and 

harnesses on North Foster Street. The figure of a life-sized grey horse in the front advertising the business 

was missed by young and old alike when it disappeared from the scene. Their son, Mr. Ben W 

CLENDINEN, has continued in the leather goods, adding tarpaulins and awnings, under the firm name of 

The Clendinen Co. 
 

The first automobile appeared in Dothan in 1893 owned by Dr. MIDDLEBROOKS, who lived on South 

Foster Street. The horse and buggy has disappeared from our streets. Only a few horses ridden by children 

and adults are in evidence. But we look up at the skies and see many airplanes racing and training for 

overseas duty in the U S A Army. Recently, a very elderly person made the remark, calling his daughter by 

name, "The clouds are making a lot of noise today" He seemed not to be able to realize it was the airplanes in 

the air making the noise. His sight being dim, he couldn't see the planes. 
 

The early doctors of Dothan were Dr. J. R. G. HOWELL, whose elder son,. Will HOWELL Dr, is also a 

physician and lives in Colorado Springs, Colo.; Dr. F I. MOODY, whose son, Dr. Earl MOODY built the 

Moody Hospital; Dr. J L ELLIS, whose son, Dr. John ELLIS, has become widely known in surgery and 

owns and operates Frasier-Ellis Hospital; Dr. Harvey YOUNG, brother of Mr. Jim YOUNG; Dr. Beaty 

STAPLETON; Dr. M S DAVIE, who built and operates Davie Hospital, Dr. S O CARLISLE, whose wife 

and daughter own and operate Carlisle's Dress Shop in the Penney Building; Dr. Henry GREEN for whom 

the Henry Green Apartments are named; and Dr. George HAMMOND, physician for the A. C. L. Railroad 

His only son, Mr. Donnald B. HAMMOND, and family still live here. 
 

Dr. and Mrs. J L ELLIS' only daughter, Florence, is the wife of Mr. Van RITCH who has the Van Ritch 

Shop (ladies ready-to-wear). 
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Now in 1945, during World War II, Dothan has an estimated population of over 24,000. The last government 

census in 1940 was 17,172. The rapid increase in population has been caused by war activities at Camp 

Rucker, near Ozark, Ala., and Napier Field, six miles away, for trainees in advanced flying. 

And Dothan marches on' 

  (Written for the Dothan Garden Club by Mrs. A D WHIDDON, Feb, 15, 1945.) 

 

Copyright 1996  These are my own working genealogy files that I share with you.  The errors are my own.  

But, perhaps they will give you a starting point.  All original writing is copyrighted.  Webmaster 

Copyright 1996  These are my own working genealogy files that I share with you.  The errors are my own.  

But, perhaps they will give you a starting point.  All original writing is copyrighted.  Webmaster 

Kerry said one of the Middlebrooks family topics will be: Elijah Edmund Middlebrook. 

 

Note from Dan Middlebrooks Sr., Tallahassee, FL 32308 

Elijah Edmund was the son of Zere Middlebrook and SW. Shell. My great grandfather was (581) Jesse 

Richardson Middlebrooks. Jesse was his eight of ten children and his first of second wife Louisa Jane Pierce. 

My grandfather was Anderson Edmund Middlebrooks Sr. and my father was Anderson E. Middlebrooks II. 

                            

 

 

 

 

Middlebrook’s Family Reunion October 4
th

 through 6
th

, 2012, Mineral Wells, Jacksboro, TX. 

The Jack County Middlebrooks family branch is from the descendants of John Floyd and Mary Jane (Jarrell) 

Middlebrooks who moved to Panola County, Texas after migrating from Georgia. Leaving Panola County, 

Texas in 1880, they landed in Jack County where they resided until their death. 

 

Note that Mary Jane grew up at the Jarrell Plantation in Georgia, which we visited two years ago when the 

meeting was in Jones County, Georgia. 
                                   

mailto:sharmanramsey@gmail.com?subject=Website
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MIDDLEBROOKS FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC. 

2012-2013 OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT – Joyce Arnold 

VICE PRESIDENT – Sam Middlebrooks 

SECRETARY/TREASURER – vacant 

        ANCESTOR TEAM LEADERS___             
 

Isaac b. 1753 –  

     Leonard Middlebrooks    gambol@juno.com  

        and Jean Shroyer TXJean@aol.com           
 

John b. 1755 –  

     Bob Middlebrooks   mid293@earthlink.net  
 

Micajah b. 1758 –  

     Sharon Bartlett   sharonbartlett@att.net 
       and Mary Baker   mmbaker65@hotmail.com 
 

Sims b. 1762 –  

     Neal Middlebrook   nealmidbroo1@frontier.com 
 

Thomas b. 1763 –  

     Jarrelyn Lang   thelangs@hotmail.com 
 

Robert b. 1766 –  

     J.A. Middlebrooks   middle3jam2012@gmail.com 
 

Joseph b. 1610 – 

      Leonard Middlebrooks   gambol@juno.com 
 

Joseph b. 1770 –  

     Dave Clark    cdave@austin.rr.com 
 

Virginia Middlebrooks –  

      Neal Middlebrook   nealmidbroo1@frontier.com 
 

Unknown Ancestor –  

     Leonard Middlebrooks   gambol@juno.com 
 

England Research – Ian Middlebrook and  

     Neal Middlebrook 
 

MFA Quarterly Newsletter Editor –  

     Jarrelyn Lang   MFAeditor@gmail.com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

        BOARD OF DIRECTORS          ___ 
 

President --------- Joyce Arnold, 2011-2014 

                     joycenjim@sbcglobal.net 
 

Vice President---Sam Middlebrooks, 2011-2013 

         semiddlebrooks@gmail.com 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 

   Acting Vice President and President 

       

Charles Swayne Middlebrooks Sr., 2010 -2013 

                     cmiddleb@bellsouth.net 
 

Kerry Middlebrooks, 2010 -2013 

                      mbrooks@gci.net 
 

Joan Miller, 2011-2013 

                     jmill1912@hotmail.com  
 

Bob Middlebrooks, 2011 – 2014 

                      mid293@earthlink.net 
 

Joyce Luck, 2011 – 2014 

                      jm.luck50@yahoo.com 
 
ON-GOING PROJECTS 
 

Cemetery…………….…... J. A. Middlebrooks 

   and William Sterling   wgs10@embarqmail.com 

DNA………..…….Bob Middlebrooks, Dave Clark 

         and Henry Middlebrooks, henrym@hmmtx.com 

MFA Website………………………….…Dave Clark    

                                           and Leonard Middlebrooks 

Family Repository……..Michael Kerry Middlebrooks  

Family Register Update………Leonard Middlebrooks 

Military Register Update ……M. Kerry Middlebrooks 

MAZE by Team Leaders and published by Joyce Arnold 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

MFA Web Site:  http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~midregerrata 
 

Middlebrooks Family Association, Inc. (MFA) was founded in 2001 for the purpose of assembling and preserving genealogical and 

historical material for future generations.  MFA has two publications, as below. 
 

THE MAZE, issued each February, May, August, and November, is sent to everyone on the MFA mailing list. It is free to both paid 

and non-paid members. If you want to be removed from this list, please contact Joyce Arnold, at joycenjim@sbcglobal.net.  
 

MFA Quarterly Newsletter is published four times a year (December, March, June, and September) by the Middlebrooks Family 

Association, Inc., 274 Wilder Drive, Forsyth, GA 31029. Subscription to the Quarterly is included in membership dues.  Articles for 

inclusion in the Quarterly, or suggestions for topics, may be sent to Jarrelyn Lang, Editor, at MFAeditor@gmail.com.  

All submissions are subject to editing.                                                                   

MFA Membership is $20.00 per year, September 01 thru August 31. 

If you would like to become a member, please make check payable to MFA and  

mail to: MFA, % Joyce Arnold, 2904 Trinity Dr., Pearland, TX 77584. 
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